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Conqress of the Wnited States

PHouse of Representatives

WAYNE T. GILCHREST
1st District, Maryland

January 20, 2008

Mr. Kevin Washinton ; /-Z % ,
Director, Office of Legislative AffairsFederal Communications Commission . .
445 12th St, SW, Room 8-C445 }
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Washinton: ;

The enclosed correspondence from my constituent, Dick Gelfiman, is provided for your
information and review.

If you will, I would greatly appreciate you submitting my support of the concerns and comments
described herein for public comment on FCC Docket # 07-172.

I thank you for your attention to this important matter, and look forward to hearing from you
soon. If you have any additional questions, please contact Parish Braden in my Washington,

DC office.

Sincerely,

) a7

Wayne 7| Gilchres
Membeg $f Congres

WTG/pmb
enclosure
[ 2245 RavBuRn House OFFICE BUILDING [J 112 WeST PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE [] 315 High STREET, Sue 106 [0  ONePLAza EAsT
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 Surire 102 CHESTERTOWN, MD 21620 SaLissuay, MD 21801
PHONE: (202) 226-5311 Bev Air, MD 21014 ‘é ’ PHoNE: (410) 778-9407 PHONE: (410) 749-3184
FAx: {202) 225-0254 PHONE: (410) 838-2617 Fax: (410) 778-9560 FAx: (410) 743-8458
Fax: (410) 838~7823 wwwi.gllchrest.house.gov
EERR—




IR . B i i e Al

i 530

OLDIES RADIOWCTR

231 Flatland Road, Chestertown, MD 21620 Tel;: 410-778-1530 Fax 410-778-4800
Toll-free 866-778-1530 / Email info@wctr.com t

COMMENTS OF
RICHARD D. GELFMAN, OWNER
WCTR BROADCASTING, LLC
ON PROPOSED RULEMAKING 07-172

WCTR-AM is a 1,000 watt daytime-only station operating on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. We strongly
urge the Federal Communications Commission to adopt new rules which would allow daytime-only stations
such as ourselves to better serve our local communities by granting the right to use FM translators (or any
other means) to operate at mght As a matter of fact, without this ability, I do not believe that daytime AM
stations can continue to survive,

It’s not news to anyone that we are in a highly competitive business, one that is rapidly changing.
Listeners today have many choices, from satellite to iPod, to internet streaming, Every other choice a
consumer has can be heard at any time. The exception is the AM daytime-only which must power down and
go off the air at sunset, and cannot return to operation until sunrise.

That simply does not serve our local communities, We are trying to deliver quality local content to
our communities of Kent & Queen Anne’s counties. We cover local news every day. We provide constant,
up-to-date weather forecasts (important for an agricultural area). We cover high school and college sports.
We attend and broadcast meetings of our government officials. We are the emergency broadcast station for
our community and have a county-provided.generator to keep us on the air to provide information to our
communities in case of a disaster or emergency. WE STRESS LOCAL COVERAGE OF LOCAL EVENTS
FOR OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY.

But as a daytime-only station, we cannot always be there for our local community. News and weather
happen around-the clock, town meetings are at night, high schools games are played in the evening,
emergencies happen after the sun goes down, etc. etc. etc. But as an AM daytime-only station, we can’t
always be there whén our community needs us.

Not only does that, I believe, hurt our local community, but it hurts us financially. In the winter
months, in the.crucial drive times, we are either off the air or in “critical hours” so our signal is not heard
throughout our broadcast area. For example, there are many momings on the Eastern Shore where the heavy
fog means that certain area schools will open 2 to 3 hours late. But by the time we’re on the air, it’s too late to
provide that information to our community, ’




Our community depends on volunteer fire companies, but when the town alarms sound in the evening
or early morning, most people have no idea what’s going on and where since we’re off the air.

In order to survive, a local AM radio station needs to serve the local community, and we simply
cannot do that the way the community deserves to be served when we are on the air for only a limited period
of time every day.

The other radio stations whose signals come into our community simply don’t serve the local
community the way we can. They don’t cover local news and community events. They don’t cover local
politics, or what happens in our local courthouse, school, or town hall. They don’t cover crime or local
church services. In our town, Chestertown, there is one newspaper — a weekly — and we are the only other
source of local news and events. Our service to our local community should not be so seriously limited by
rules that require us, as a vital community resource, to go off the air.

It should also be noted that we do not have Pre Sunrise Authority from the FCC, and when we tested
our Post Sunset Authority power, our authorized power is so low that the signal traveled no further than about
1 mile from our broadcast tower. But even if we had more PSRA and PSSA power, it begs the issue. The .
point is, we should be able to serve our local community around the clock because events happen around the
clock.

For all the above reasons, and many more, I urge the Federal Communications Commission to adopt
rules which would allow AM daytime-only stations, like WCTR, to broadcast on FM translators (or by any

other means) when their AM facility must go off the air. Not only do we need it, but our community deserves
it.

Sincerely,

DA

WCTR Broadcasting, LL.C




